
5/22/18, 8(21 AMDo Japanese people not like to get married to foreigners? - Quora

Page 1 of 4https://www.quora.com/Do-Japanese-people-not-like-to-get-married-to-foreigners

Do Japanese people not like to
get married to foreigners? -
Quora
Do Japanese people not like getting married to foreigners?

It’s been at least 115 years since Madame Butterfly was first rolled-out to
music fans in Europe—a musical in which a Japanese woman marries an
American sailor. It’s also been about 73 years since the end of WW2—
which was a cease-fire marked by the number of international marriages
taking place between Japanese nationals and Americans. And let’s not
forget the 49 years since Yoko Ono decided to marry John Lennon! Add to
that the countless numbers of international marriages we have around us
nowadays between foreigners and Japanese people (as expressed by other
people answering the question), and it should be almost self-evident that
many Japanese people have no issues when it comes to choosing foreigners
as their life partners.
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Nevertheless, even though the number of Japanese international marriages
has increased over the years, these marriages still make a tiny percentage
of the total number of marriages in Japan. Why is that?

I agree with most of the information presented here by other people trying
to answer the question—Japan, being an island nation, has less access to
foreign nationals as, let’s say, a country like France would have. The lack of
options should be enough reason for us to understand why the limited
number of international weddings here in the land of the Rising Sun. But I
would like to take another perspective in my answer and hopefully, this will
further add to the discussion.

Why do some Japanese people want to marry foreigners?

This answer should be divided into 2 different categories: 1. Why women
want to marry foreigners; 2. Why men want to marry foreigners. Since we
see most of the earlier case rather than the latter—let me start by tackling
number 1.

Most Japanese women that do want to marry foreigners do it for a myriad
of reasons but, most prominently, they do it for the expected novelty and
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romance they hope to get out of the relationship. During my wedding
ceremony here in Japan, my wife’s female guests kept telling her how
envious they were of her because I seemed to be so romantic and caring…
and that’s something they could not get from their Japanese husbands.
Many women in Japan—and especially those who have had workaholic
fathers and cold-hearted boyfriends—have been disillusioned with their
male counterparts. Pop-culture has also played a huge role in influencing
the minds of these women and they, sometimes falsely, believe that every
foreign guy is a “lady’s first” type of gentleman, waiting to sweep them off
their feet the moment they go on their first date—and for every other
encounter they have, “till death do them apart”—kind of ordeal. Thanks to
Hollywood and Korean dramas, most men not born in Japan have gotten
the “prince charming” image going for them. This definitely facilitates the
popularity international marriages currently enjoy in Japan.

There is also the factor that many Japanese marriages are in turmoil due to
countless factors: from sexlessness to financial hardships, unfaithfulness
and lack of time, Japanese marriages—like marriages in much of the
developed world—are not in the best of shapes. Some Japanese women
make the assumption that it is Japanese men’s fault the reason for so many
marital issues in their society, which leads them to bet their chips on
international marriages. As insinuated in my answer, the issues above are
not only particular to Japan and they outline a far greater societal problem
developed nations are facing (politics and economics are all heavily
involved in them). Interestingly enough, it is also lack of information that
misleads some of the Japanese women into making such a life-changing
decision like marrying outside their ethnicity.
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Lastly, there is also the status that goes along marrying a foreigner. The
“exotic” look some foreigner present in Japan can, at times, be considered
a trophy an...


