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Internet Gains on Television as Public's Main News Source

More Young People Cite Internet than TV

January 4, 2011

The internet is slowly closing in on television as Americans' main source of national and international news. Currently, 41% say they get most of their news
about national and international news from the internet, which is little changed over the past two years but up 17 points since 2007. Television remains the
most widely used source for national and international news -- 66% of Americans say it is their main source of news -- but that is down from 74% three years
ago and 82% as recently as 2002.

The national survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, conducted Dec. 1-5, 2010,
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An analysis of how different generations are getting their news suggests that these trends are likely to
continue. In 2010, for the first time, the internet has surpassed television as the main source of national and Newspaper
international news for people younger than age 30. Since 2007, the number of 18 to 29 year olds citing the
internet as their main source has nearly doubled, from 34% to 65%. Over this period, the number of young
people citing television as their main news source has dropped from 68% to 52%.
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Among those ages 30 to 49, the internet is on track to
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crosses all age groups. Over the past three years, the
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just as likely as college grads to cite the internet as their
main source (51%), while 63% cite television. By contrast,
just 29% of those with no more than a high school
education cite the internet while more than twice as many
(75%) cite television.

Similarly, those with household incomes of $75,000 or more are about as likely to get most of their news on the internet (54%) as from television (57%).
People with household incomes under $30,000 are far more likely to cite television (72%) than the internet (34%).

There also are different patterns of news consumption across regions of the country. Notably, people living in the West are the most likely to cite the internet
as their main source of national and international news (47% vs. 40% in other parts of the country), and the least likely to cite television (55% vs. 68%
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Both Cable News and Broadcast News See Declines

On Television, Do You Get Most of

Reflecting the slow decline in the proportion of people getting most of their national and international news
from television, the numbers specifically citing cable news outlets or broadcast networks as their main news
source has fallen. When asked where on television they get most of their news, 36% name a cable network
such as CNN, the Fox News Channel or MSNBC; 22% name ABC News, CBS News or NBC News; and
16% say they get most of their national and international news from local news programming.

Compared with five years ago, the share citing a cable network as their main source is down seven points
(from 43% to 36%), and the share citing a broadcast network is down eight points (from 30% to 22%). The
local news figure has remained relatively constant over this period.

View the topline and survey methodology at people-press.org.
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