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An Open Mind
By KATIE HAFNER

Photograph by Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times
Ramamurti Shankar’s Physics 201 at Yale, coming soon to a portal near
you. The course is Professor Shankar’s second to be put online.

Putting free courseware online was a first step in reimagining
education. What now? Wiki U’s, smart courses and, maybe,
learning.
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 Interactive Feature: Syllabus Sampler » |  Post a Comment »

12 Courses Worth a Click

Audit This
Why homeschool? Maybe to brush up for an exam, get a sense of what a
college is like, or just to learn. In the articles listed below, writers who
know the fields weigh in on some of the highlights of free education.

Economics | Yale: My Teacher Is an Index

French | Carnegie Mellon: Voilà! A Better e-Course

Music | Connexions: The Music Lesson

History | M.I.T.: Asian Culture Through a Lens

Psychology | Yale: Why We Go Cuckoo for …

Psychology | Yale: Smiles, Sex and Object Permanence

Genetics | U.C.L.A.: Decoding DNA

Physics | U.C. Berkeley: Atoms and Antimatter

Physics | U.C. Irvine: The Marvel of Science

Linear Algebra | M.I.T.: The Matrix

Computer Science | Stanford: They Have a Class for That

Anatomy | U.C. Berkeley: The Inner Body

Departments
CAREER OFFICE
Living With the Boss
By AMANDA M. FAIRBANKS
Externships give students some perspective on potential
career paths, as well as a chance to try out what they’ve
learned.

Slide Show: Modern-Day Apprentices

F.A.Q. »

STRATEGY
Paying for College on Your Own
By SAMANTHA STAINBURN
Getting financial aid when parents won’t chip in.

EDUCATION LIFE
Finding a Gay-Friendly Campus
By JOHN SCHWARTZ
They are here to recruit you: colleges reach out as never
before.

 Post a Comment

CONTINUING ED
So You Want to Be a Player?
By CECILIA CAPUZZI SIMON
How a schoolteacher landed a fantasy job in sports
management.

Knowing the Score

BOOKS
Are Business Schools Failing?
By PAUL M. BARRETT
Harvard scholars see too many wonks, not enough common sense.

POP QUIZ | GAMES
Elementary
Are you smarter than a fifth grader? Take the quiz.

Answers »

NOTEBOOK
Training Teacher’s Pe(s)ts
By DARCY HELLER STERNBERG
Classroom behavior commonly needs to be taught along with the
required material.

DATA
GRAPHIC: A as the New B

An era of grade inflation dissected.

A blog examining all facets of college and university
admissions.

Go to The Choice »

The Paper
Debate

By ROBBIE
BROWN
A winning
argument can rest
on mountains and mountains of
paper. Whether that should change
is prompting, not surprisingly, a
debate.

The Examined
Life, Age 8

By ABBY
GOODNOUGH
Philosophical
reasoning taught in
the second grade.

The Long-Haul Degree

By PATRICIA COHEN
How many Ph.D. students does it
take to screw in a light bulb? One,
but it takes 9.3 years.

 The Road to a Ph.D. in
Humanities

Multimedia

Syllabus Sampler

Courses by some of the world’s
foremost scholars are online, free
for the viewing. Browse a selection
of lecture videos.

Related Article »

Modern-Day Apprentices

A day in the life: two externs in
New York.

Related Article »

Trendspotting | Fresh Paint

Student photographers rove their
campuses for The Times. This
issue: graffiti traditions. Text by
Amanda M. Fairbanks

Blackboard
SHARING SPACES
If You Go…

By CHRISTINE
LAGORIO
Considering unisex
bathrooms in
dorms.
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What Children
Are Looking For

The top 25 searches
analyzed by age
group.

QUOTED
Postmodernspeak

Courses on stupidity.

PLAGIARISM PATROL
Exactly How
Personal Is That
Personal
Statement?

Catching cut-and-
paste malfeasance
on college applications.
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