
3/29/08 10:48 AMPraying Parents' Other 3 Kids Removed -- chicagotribune.com

Page 1 of 1http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-daughters-death-prayer,0,3242929,print.story

www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-daughters-death-prayer,0,7605008.story

chicagotribune.com
Praying Parents' Other 3 Kids Removed

By ROBERT IMRIE

Associated Press Writer

5:52 PM CDT, March 28, 2008

WAUSAU, Wis.

The three siblings of a girl who died of diabetes that
went untreated as her parents prayed instead of
taking her to a doctor have been removed from the
home during an investigation, police said Friday.

The parents and social services experts agreed the
move would be best for everyone, Everest Metro
Police Chief Dan Vergin said. The children are staying
with other relatives, though they were not in danger,
he said.

"There is no physical evidence of abuse or neglect,"
he said.

Madeline Neumann, 11, died Sunday the Weston
home of an undiagnosed but treatable form of diabetes as her parents, Dale and Leilani
Neumann, prayed for her to get better. Her mother said she never expected her daughter,
whom she called Kara, to die.

The family believes in the Bible, which says healing comes from God, Leilani Neumann said.

The children removed from the home range in age from 13 to 16 and are expected to return to
their parents once an investigation of the girl's death wraps up, Vergin said.

He would not specify where they are living, other than with another family member.

Vergin said his agency's final report will make no recommendations on possible charges against
the parents, leaving that up to the district attorney.

"There is no intent. They didn't want their child to die. They thought what they were doing
was the right thing," he said. "They believed up to the time she stopped breathing she was
going to get better. They just thought it was a spiritual attack. They believed if they prayed
enough she would get through it."

Copyright 2008 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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